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In 1964, Queens New York, a
young woman called Catherine Gen-
ovese (Kitty) was assaulted and
stabbed various times in a thirty-
minute time frame. During murder,
38 witnesses saw or heard the young
woman being stabbed over and over
again, but no one rescued her. The
police were called after Kitty had al-
ready died. Psychologists developed
the theory of diffusion of responsibil-
ity which demonstrates how people
are not always inclined to help oth-
ers, especially when they are aware
that others are around. The presence
of others means that the psycholog-
ical costs associated with one’s ac-
tions become shared and this allows
the responsibility to shift from the
individual to the group. becoming a
shared burden between more individ-
uals. To gain a wider view on the
bystander effect I researched differ-
ent psychological experiments which
show how singular people lose their
own identities when they are placed
into groups, as well as showing how,
when given an order from a superior,
the responsibility shifts away from
the individual. The first experiment
[ looked into was the Milgram exper-
iment, which measured the partici-
pants’ willingness to obey an author-
itative figure who told them to give
electric shocks to the patients. This
was done to understand to which ex-
tent people would obey an instruction
when it involved harming another
person. The second study was the
Stanford Prison Experiment, which
investigated the psychological effects
of bestowed power. In the experiment
various students were picked and as-
signed to be either guards or prison-
ers. The result of this experiment
showed how individuals immediately
started to interpret their given roles

as the guards immediately began en-
forcing authoritarian measures and
psychologically torturing the prison-
ers. At last I looked into different
military groups to demonstrate how
men and women from different reli-
gions and cultural backgrounds are
able to put aside their personal ide-
ologies, beliefs and identities and be-
come part of something else. When
the group is given an order they do
s0, by sharing the burden of their ac-
tions between the group and their su-
periors, they are able to take spe-
cific actions that alone they would
not take. This brought me to look
into old prison cells, military clothing
and abandoned psychiatric hospitals.
I got inspired by the decaying paint
from old, ruined walls and used it as
a base for my prints, given that my
concept revolves around the human
loss of identity I associated the de-
caying paint and gradual loss of value
with one’s loss of identity. Many
of the pictures of these abandoned
sites still show objects used from the
guards both in the abandoned hospi-
tals and in the prison. Straitjackets,
handcuffs, prison uniforms and mil-
itary uniforms were the base of my
silhouette, as well as the base of my
fabric choice. My whole collection
is made only from cottons, as most
of the garments which inspired me
were made out of old canvas-like fab-
ric. The choice of geometrical prints
also came from one of the images of
an abandoned hospital which had a
very geometrical pavement. Thus,
giving me the idea of mixing prints
that only had texture and contrasting
geometric prints. The color palette
was very distinct, I decided not to go
with the obvious dark and opaque col-
ors present in most of the images but
with a bright and colorful palette that
represents my personal style. Some of
the colors came from wallpapers and
ceilings of some of the establishments
and I added a bright orange to give it
a good contrast and light.
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The Standford Prison Experiment
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FLAT LEATHER BOOTS WITH TRACK SOLES ~ STRETCH HIGH HEEL ANKLE BOOTS FLAT CANVAS ANKLE BOOTS
Black - Ref.7150/001 Black - Ref.1105/510 Ecru - Ref.2432/510
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